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Folo A EWete] FAERGYFOR Ao e= <3 e
ARE 71E9 A3 2y A9E HRA o R nigtdn, x4 o= v
2a2(K. Marx)®] AMES Hl#2A o' o]ojuke dE A = (L. Althusser)
59 A=Y FIZ(M. Foucault) ¥ FE2

A4 Ang @A 4o} 729 REg Zzae AME, EAZG
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st Ae AT FEHTE Holu dE B9, FIAE ‘TA
2

AgA o d&Ht PO A FAHR Yok S FYY

= A8 FrEel digk 3 oF As AAT dedS FESAY
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ABSTRACT

A Study on Intersubjectivity of

Michael Polanyi’'s ‘Personal Knowledge’

Jaesung Park
Department of Education

Graduate School of Dongguk University

This philosophical study of education discussed intersubjectivity of
Michael Polanyi's ‘personal knowledge. The concept has been
understood as an existential term of knowledge, for several
researchers focused much on the tacit dimension of knowing and
relatively less on the explicit one with regard to the personal
knowledge. However, in contrast with the major viewpoint on
Polanyi’s thought, the intersubjectivity of knowing is an integral part
of his concept of personal knowledge as Polanyi agreed on the
importance of interaction within a society. In this context, this study
tried to clarify the intersubjectivity within the concept of personal
knowledge, with the lenses of genetic phenomenology and
philosophical hermeneutics. In a genetic phenomenological approach,

‘indwelling,’ which indicates appropriation by perception, showed a
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similar structure as ‘passive synthesis.” As perception connects a
subject and the world (or others), knowledge which is formed
personally by passive synthesis of perception, can be intersubjective.
In a philosophical hermeneutics approach, which accepts positive roles
of ‘tradition,” a subject interacts with tradition from its birth, and this
leads to the formation of ‘preunderstanding.’ Though the subject
interprets the world based on its preunderstanding, this does not
indicate that it cannot go beyond the tradition. It can still broaden its
horizon toward the world on the basis of its preunderstanding. The
educational implications of the result are as follows. First, the two
approaches clarified the intersubjectivity of personal knowledge and
made this concept more valid as a theory of knowledge. Second, the
intersubjectivity of personal knowledge can help to find the grounds
of education and teaching, when they face postmodern issues (e.g.,
‘paradox of education’). Third, due to characteristics, personal
knowledge can be regarded as an ‘ontological knowledge, therefore, it
can describe the logical grounds for ethics and citizenship within a
society. Fourth, interaction within academic community should be
considered in character and values education, since learners can

develop both intellectual capacity and moral virtues in the community.

-  Keywords: personal knowledge; intersubjectivity; genetic

phenomenology; life-world; passive synthesis;

indwelling; philosophical hermeneutics; tradition
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